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Aviation Safety: Parliament Committee vote puts at risk key measures to improve
aviation safety
Following the Transport Committee's vote this afternoon to reject proposals to improve crew
protection against fatigue, Vice-President Kallas said: "This vote puts at risk key measures to
improve aviation safety. Safety is the first priority for the EU and the sole objective of this
revision. Pilot fatigue is a very serious issue and that's why there are already strong EU rules in
place. This proposal goes a step further bringing together the best safety practices from all EU
Member States and the latest scientific evidence. With these rules, we want to consolidate
Europe's position as the safest place to fly. To do that, we need a debate based on facts, not
based on misleading scare stories and false claims. We look forward to a transparent debate
with Members of the Parliament before the vote in Plenary."
The purpose of this new legislation to modernise the high European standards on aviation
safety is to clarify and improve the current regulations on flight and duty time limitations (known
as flight time limitations, or "FTL") — taking into account the latest scientific and technical
evidence.
The proposal includes more than 30 provisions aimed at improving the crew protection against
fatigue, without deteriorating their working conditions. They include important issues such as
in-flight rest for cabin crew, night flights and standby airport duty and reserve. 
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